
From The Associate Pastor 
“The mission of the Church is to make disciples of 

Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.” 
(The Book of Discipline, 2012, section 1) 

Y’all, this statement is one which I have poured over so 

intently during my time in the United Methodist Church 

that I can now recite it without even thinking. But please 

hear me: that’s not a point of pride… it’s a confession of 

the heart. You see, this intentionally crafted declaration 

of mission, although short and simple, holds an immeas-

urable depth of meaning and lends itself to have a        

profound impact on our lives. And it’s so easy to miss all 

of that! But if we sit with it, if we invite the Holy Spirit to 

open our spiritual eyes, ears, and hearts to discover this 

statement anew, we’ll find that this is not simply the    

mission of the Church as an institution, but the mission of 

the Church as the gathered and scattered body of individ-

ual believers in Jesus Christ.   

You are the Church. I am the Church. We are the Church.  

And our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world! Wherever we are, with what-

ever gifts we’ve been given, our Father has asked us 

through His Son and by the power and presence of His 

Holy Spirit to be disciples who make disciples who serve as 

conduits of transformation across the street and around 

the world.   

Here’s how I intend to live out that call to mission here 

and now. 

As your Associate Pastor of Youth and Campus Ministries, 

my roles and responsibilities revolve around developing 

robust discipleship programs for young men and women 

ages twelve to twenty-something. Although I have a    

passion for ministering to the discipleship needs of       

persons across all ages and lifestages, I have been       

commissioned to walk alongside you as we seek to       

intentionally minister to youth and college students. And 

it will be my joy and privilege to do so!   

At this time, I am seeking to… 

RECRUIT quality men and women of faith to serve on  

ministry teams as mentors to our youth and college     

students seeking discipleship. 

CREATE discipleship opportunities for the men and 

women called to serve with the youth and college         

students of our community through the use of practical 

Wesleyan resources such as “Reclaiming the Lost Soul of 

Youth Ministry” by Brian Steele and/or “Shaping Their 

Future: Mentoring Students through their Formative    

College Years” by Guy Chmieleski, followed up by weekly, 

bi-weekly, or monthly check-ins with me (and perhaps 

Pastor Kelly).  

SELECT a biblical and perhaps distinctly Wesleyan disciple-

ship program to inform, guide, and shape the structure 

and content of our weekly gatherings (e.g. “The Absolute 

Basics of the Christian Faith” by Phil Tallon, “Echo       

Catechism Booklet” produced by Seedbed, “The Class 

Meeting” by Kevin Watson, etc.). 

PROVIDE ample opportunities for students to learn about 

and engage in the means of grace through weekly,          

bi-weekly, monthly, semiannual, and annual gatherings of 

the Christian community (e.g. weekly youth group gather-

ings, small group gatherings, confirmation classes, as well 

as monthly outreach opportunities, semiannual off-site 

retreats, and annual mission trips).   

MINISTER to the age appropriate discipleship needs of our 

youth and college students by pairing every student up 

with a mentor who will journey alongside him/her as 

he/she seeks to walk in the way of Christ. 

DEVELOP a board of directors and a network of support 

comprised of persons and parishes passionate about and 

committed to establishing a Wesley Foundation at Minne-

sota State University (MSU) in Mankato. 

Dear ones, the task is clear: our mission is to make        

disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 

world. I wonder then, how is our God calling each of us to 

participate in that work through the ministries outlined 

above? Have you a heart that is as my heart? If so, then 

take my hand and join me in this new and exciting season 

of transition here at Hilltop. And may God bless all that 

we set our hands to for the glory of His name. Amen! 

In Christ, 

Pastor Ashley 

August 2016  
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Hilltop Administrative Council 
Hilltop United Methodist Church 
Administrative Council Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, July 20, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. 
 

Present: Jeff Adams, Wayne Baumgartner, Bob Berg, 
Paulette Booker, Shannon McCuaig, Karen Frydendall, Kelly 
McCuaig, Paulette Adams, Allison Bass, Don Putzier,         
Michelle Behsman and Kerry Rausch. 
Jeff called the meeting to order with prayer. 
 

Approval of Minutes: After reviewing the minutes Karen 
Frydendall asked to amend the minutes by adding to the 
New Business that she had been told that the use of trailers 
had been considered as an option for more space. Jeff     
Adams made a motion to amend the minutes and Kerry 
Rausch seconded the motion. The motion carried. Allison 
Bass made a motion to approve the amended June Ad   
Council minutes and Karen seconded. The motion carried. 
 

Visioning: Pastor Kelly shared that he had been thinking 
about the Annual Conference session and that one particu-
lar Acts 2 talk resonated with him. He played the video of 
Cullen Tanner’s talk about failure. Kelly also spoke about 
plans for the coming year, our “Journey to 150” and the 
celebration of our 150th Anniversary next October 2018. 
 

Upward Team: The team will meet on Sunday, July 30th to 
discuss its evolving role in evaluating worship services, sup-
porting Pastors Kelly and Ashley in their ministries, and co-
ordinating the visual illustration of worship themes.   
 

Outward Team: Shannon reported that the team will meet 
on Sunday, July 23rd. 
 

Trustees: Bob Berg reported that various projects had been 
completed: the parsonage garage interior painted and stor-
age shelves installed, the prayer garden pavers and plant-
ings completed, and a new lock on the Associate Pastor’s 
office. 
 

Members of the trustees and technology met via video con-
ferencing with Laura Miles from the MN Annual Conference 
to clarify the proposal to use Hilltop as a video conferencing 
center. Bob said that the questions they had about responsi-
bility of cost and usage were answered. The MN Annual 
Conference would be responsible for all costs incurred in 
installing the high speed internet and video conferencing 
equipment. They anticipate using the sanctuary for larger 
training events twice a year and would be flexible with our 
schedule. We would have at least six month notice in sched-
uling such events. They would also cover additional cost of 
hospitality and janitorial for these events. There would be a 
portable system that could be set up in the smaller rooms 
for district/conference business which will primarily be used 
by the District Superintendent. There was some discussion 
and questions about the specifics of how this equipment 
would be used. The trustees agreed that this was a good 

opportunity for Hilltop, being a leading church in the dis-
trict, and while they were concerned about losing “Hilltop” 
space they felt that this would not impact our scheduling/
space needs. Bob Berg made a motion to accept the pro-
posal from MAC to become a video conferencing center. 
Karen Frydendall seconded. In a call for discussion it was 
asked whether this would impact Michelle’s duties in the 
office to which Michelle responded that the training events 
would not be her responsibility. A vote was taken and the 
motion carried. 
 

Finance: Kerry Rausch reported that she had met with Kelly 
to discuss budget processing for 2018. Since Harvest Home 
Dinner will be held at the end of October, she is glad that 
finance can present a budget that will be based on actual 
pledges. Kerry presented the June finance report – the year 
to date revenue is $208,197.47 and year-to-date expenses 
are $180,590.40 with an ending checking balance of 
$67,049.59. Allison Bass moved to approve the finance    
report and Paulette Booker seconded.  Motion carried. 
 

Kids Connection: Kelly reported that he and Jocelin had met 
and she will be stepping down as Coordinator, but plans to 
stay involved in Kids Connection. They have a couple of 
leads on filling the position. They also discussed plans for 
the coming year and talked about the need to try something 
new. They discussed the idea of having the kids involved in 
worship then transitioning to a learning opportunity during 
the sermon. 
 

Youth/Campus: Ashley was in the building meeting with the 
youth, but she did share a detailed report of her current 
goals and the actions she is taking to strengthen and        
develop our discipleship process for youth and young adults. 
 

For our youth, she is actively seeking to: 
¶   Establish and develop relationships with current middle 
and high schoolers and their parents including those who 
have stopped participating in the life of Hilltop UMC. 
¶   Identify, recruit, and train men and women of faith to 
serve as mentors to our youth within the context of small 
group ministry. 
¶   Research and plan for meeting the discipleship needs of 
our middle and high school students via intentionally se-
lected topics for teaching and discussion, outings and 
events, as well as local and statewide missional engagement 
options. 
¶   Create ample and varied opportunities for youth, their 
parents, and the larger Hilltop family to garner pivotal infor-
mation surrounding upcoming topics for teaching and dis-
cussion, outings and events, as well as local and statewide 
missional engagement options. 
 

For our young adults, she is actively seeking to: 
¶   Establish and develop relationships with those under-
graduate and graduate students as well as Minnesota State 
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University faculty and staff members with whom the Hilltop 
community is already connected. 
¶   Connect with new and current students and also various 
faculty and staff on MSU’s campus by capitalizing upon pre-
viously established relational connections and strategically 
placing herself within their public gathering spaces, to     
include the on-campus student union, local coffee shops, 
and restaurants near campus. 
¶   Identify and recruit men and women with a passion for 
supporting campus ministry; these persons would partici-
pate in reaching college students on and near MSU’s Man-
kato campus by serving as a committed board member of 
the Wesley Foundation at MSU and/or a mentor to our 
young adults. 
¶   Research the step-by-step process required for becoming 
a registered student organization on the Minnesota State 
University Mankato campus as well as a recognized Wesley 
Foundation in full connection with the United Methodist 
Church. 
¶   Uncover the specific discipleship needs and opportunities 
of Minnesota State University’s undergraduate and gradu-
ate students by making connections with new and returning 
students, faculty, and staff as well as preexisting on- and off-
campus ministries and religious student organizations. 
 

Brief breakdown of what’s happening in the coming weeks: 
¶   Confirmation Trip. Our group of eighteen (7 youth + 11 
adults) will be partnering with the staff of KoWaKan Adven-
tures to canoe the boundary waters during our confirmation 
retreat. We’ll depart on July 28th and return on August 1st. 
¶   End of Summer Bash. We’ll grill out, play yard games, and 
perhaps enjoy a few other little surprises along the way. 
More than simply a chance to gather as a group outside of 
church, this is a chance for Ashley to continue forming     
relationships with our youth, young adults, and the whole of 
our Hilltop family! 
¶   Mentoring Workshop. She is in the process of discovering 
who within our community is gifted with a passion for loving 
on and perhaps ministering to our youth and/or college  
students. No matter a person’s age, occupational experi-
ence, or spiritual training, all who long to participate in King-
dom work through youth and/or college ministry are invited 
to attend a Mentoring Workshop to be held on    Saturday, 
August 19. Here we will learn how we have each been gifted 
for the work of ministry, what it might look like to serve in 
one or more of these discipleship opportunities, and how 
we might live out our faith through a mentoring relation-
ship. More information to come… 
¶   Welcoming MSU students. Move-in weekend for MSU’s 
residence halls is August 26-28th. In an effort to participate 
in God’s work of welcoming His children into arms of grace, 
she is actively seeking to gather a group of Hilltoppers to 
assist her in welcoming students to campus (and the greater 
Mankato area) that weekend! 

Technology: Don reported that a new tech booth computer 
will be installed by Sim Sound the week of August 1st with 
its appropriate connections and interfaces. Thanks to Josh 
and Jeff Adams for obtaining the new computer.  
Easy Worship 2009 has outlived its use, so Easy Worship 6 is 
loaded on the new computer and should have a minimal 
learning curve for set up and operation. He is exploring Pro-
claim, a worship software used by Ashley and Cody 
Swoboda in Lake Crystal, which may have advantages over 
Easy Worship. This program integrates with the Planning 
Center, which is the software our church is currently using 
to put   together elements for our weekly services, links to 
music, documents, presentations, etc. We will continue to 
evaluate this over the next few months as an option. 
Aaron Daby has a proposal for upgrading our wireless sys-
tem in the church for roughly $850.00. Don recommended 
very strongly that the church upgrade the system now so 
that great access will be available throughout the church, 
especially with Sunday school programs coming. 
We have some options for sanctuary audio upgrades, includ-
ing new sanctuary speakers and a new sound board, which 
will greatly improve the quality of sound, as our current  
system is 21 years old. The cost is high for this next step, 
and Don asked for ideas on budgeting or fundraising. 
Jeff made a motion approve the $850.00 wifi upgrade using 
trustee funds leftover from black dirt used on the parking 
lot project. It was also suggested that the new wifi not     
require a password for guests. Kerry Rausch seconded the 
motion. Motion carried.  
 

New Business: Karen Frydendall asked why the worship  
attendance was no longer in the Sunday bulletin. Michelle            
responded that there simply was no room in the bulletin for 
this information while the newsletter typically has this     
information but is sometimes cut to make room for other 
articles. Kelly said that we will endeavor to print these stats 
in the monthly newsletter but reminded everyone that 
numbers are not why we gather together in worship on  
Sunday. 
Paulette Adams added concern about the lack of communi-
cation to the congregation about the potential outcome of 
efforts to reach college students. She thought perhaps we 
have not prepared our members for a possible influx of   
college students at Sunday morning worship. Kelly said that 
Ashley will be talking about this in upcoming sermons and 
she is also hosting a mentor workshop that intends to help 
us welcome college students.  
On the topic of communication, Karen asked that we be 
mindful of those who did not use email. 
Allison Bass moved to adjourn and Bob Berg seconded.   
Motion carried. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Michelle Behsman 



Summer Mission Focus 

The Hilltop Mission Team will be collecting school supplies 

for local Mankato area schools and food items for the 

Backpack Food Program during the month of August and 

September. Please bring your school supplies to church by 

August 31st.  

School supplies needed: 

Spiral Notebooks Highlighters 

Filler Paper Glue and glue sticks  

Pencils/Pens Box of Tissues 

Colored Pencils 12” Rulers (cm & inches) 

Large eraser or pencil erasers  Blunt Scissors 

24 Box of Crayons Pocket folders 

Washable markers  Dry erase markers   

You can support the Backpack 

Food Program by making a 

monetary donation during      

August or September (write 

BackPack Food Program on the 

memo line) or you can donate 

any of the food items listed be-

low. Donations can be brought 

to Hilltop by September 30th and placed in the desig-

nated box at the Welcome Center.  

Maruchan Instant Lunch (2.25 oz any variety, cups only) 

Kraft Easy Mac packets 

Chef Boyardee Microwave Pasta Bowl or Rice Bowl (must 

be meat variety i.e. Spaghetti with Meatballs or Chicken 

with Rice) 

Instant Oatmeal packets (fun kid varieties, other than   

maple and brown sugar) 

100% juice boxes (6 oz) 

Apple sauce cups (4 oz, any variety i.e. Strawberry, peach) 

Fruit cups in light syrup (4 oz) 

Peanut Butter Snack Cracker Packs (1.38 oz) 

Nabisco Teddy Grahams (.5 - 1.0 oz ind. packaged) 

Granola Bars (1 oz any variety) 

Pudding Cups (3.5 oz non-refrigerated, fun flavors) 

Gluten Free Snacks (1 oz ind. packaged i.e. raisins, crais-

ins, gluten free crispy rice bars)   

 

 

Green Bag Day! 

The third Sunday of each month we 

commit together as a church to pro-

vide food for the hungry. On August 

20th please pick up a green bag on 

your way out of worship—inside 

you’ll find a grocery list of items most needed at the Echo 

Food Shelf. Fill up your bag and bring it back the following 

Sunday so we can give thanks for God’s provision, and 

praise him for inviting us to be the hands and feet of 

Christ. If you are not able to visit the grocery store but 

would like to contribute, you can also put a check in the 

offering plate (write Echo Food Shelf on the memo line). 

 

 

 

 

The revival event of the summer you don't want to miss! 

Come hear the Master’s Storyteller, here at Hilltop August 

6-9th, as he presents a unique blend of story and song. 

The evening begins at 5:30 pm with BibleQuest, a fast-

paced program designed to make learning Bible facts and 

truths exciting for elementary students. Then join us for a 

FREE meal for everyone starting at 6pm, followed by a 

storytelling drama event for ALL AGES at 7pm with Bible 

stories brought to life by world-wide storyteller, Wesley 

Putnam. You won’t want to miss a single night!  

Nursery care for 3-year-olds and younger all evening long 

(5:30-8pm) 

Register your child(ren) (4 years old and older) for Bible-

Quest or the nursery at:  

https://goo.gl/forms/5uI2FLjm1LaiXRTx2 

You can participate in the event in other ways by praying 

(24 hour Prayer Vigil on Sat. Aug. 5th), serving on the VBS 

team, caring for young ones in the nursery, or providing 

food for the nightly meals. You can call the office or sign 

up online at: https://signup.com/client/invitation2/   

secure/1947570/false#/invitation 
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https://goo.gl/forms/5uI2FLjm1LaiXRTx2


Lake Day  

Don’t miss out on this opportunity to fellowship at 

the Lake together this Summer. On August 13th 

we’ll head out to the North Shore Park at Madison 

Lake right after our 10:30 service. Bring your lake 

gear, and bring your own meat to grill and a side to share, 

or just bring some sandwiches for your  

family . . . Whatever you bring just be          

prepared to have fun with our Hilltop Family 

at the lake. 

Online Giving 

Online Giving is a convenient, consistent way to help our 

church grow. Consider scheduling a recurring electronic 

contribution today. You won’t need to write checks and 

prepare envelopes every week. And even when you can’t 

attend services, your electronic contributions will arrive 

without delay. 

Giving online is easy and allows you to set up a one-time 

or recurring gift and view your complete online giving  

history from anywhere you have access to the Internet.  

Simply follow these easy steps: 

1. Visit the church website at: 

www.mankatohilltop.com, 

2. Click on the Give Now button, 

3. Click on the Create Profile button, then follow the 

onscreen instructions to create an online profile 

and to schedule your contribution.  

“I GAVE ONLINE” cards can be found in the pews and are 

to be used by those who give electronically by auto-tithe, 

online giving or text to give. This allows members an    

opportunity to put something in the offering plate to   

indicate a donation has been given.  

  

 

 

 

 

Connect Group for Youth 

What: Surviving the Hunger 

Games 

When: Thursdays from 6:30-

8:00pm (July 13 - August 17) 

Where: Hilltop Fellowship Hall 

We’ll watch our way through the 

first Hunger Games movie and work through “a series of 

questions and activities designed to challenge students to 

think more theologically and philosophically about some 

of the issues of our time.” 

End of the Summer Bash 

What: #LakeDay 

When: Sunday,  August 13th  

Where: North Shore Park on Madison Lake 

Let’s get together for an epic lake day before school 

starts! We’ll to Madison Lake after the 10:30 am worship 

service for fun on the water and the beach! Bring your 

swimsuit and towel. 

Mentoring Workshop 

Pastor Ashley is in the process of discovering who within 

our community is gifted with a passion for loving on and 

perhaps ministering to our young men and women ages 

twelve to twenty-something. No matter a person’s life 

stage, occupational experience, or spiritual training, all 

who long to participate in Kingdom work in the midst of 

our youth and college students are invited to attend a 

Mentoring Workshop to be held on Saturday, August 19, 

from 9:30am-3:00pm. Here we will learn how we have 

each been gifted for the work of ministry, what it might 

look like to serve in one or more of these discipleship op-

portunities, and how we might live out our faith through a 

mentoring relationship. To reserve your space, please 

email ashley@mankatohilltop.org today!  

 

“As long as we are on earth, the love that unites us will 

bring us suffering by our very contact with one another, 

because this love is the resetting of a Body of broken 

bones.” - Thomas Merton 
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Tweet the Bible by @OfficialSeedbed 

MALACHI…..”Give the best of your possessions 

and yourself—and I will shape you into the        

person you are called to be” —God. 

                     @AndrewHBook 

mailto:ashley@mankatohilltop.org


Happy Anniversary! 

Shane & Mandy Gerhart 8/01 

Kent & Allison Bass 8/04 

Colin & Abbie Weerts 8/06 

Dan & Heather Gowanlock 8/06 

Del & Betty Goebel 8/06 

Sandy & Wendy Allen 8/06 

Scott & Chriss Page 8/11 

Cody & Ashley Swoboda 8/11 

Merrill & Karen Frydendall 8/16 

Todd & Karin Gavin 8/18 

Kevin & Shari Schroeder 8/21 

Bret & Laura Beilke 8/23 

Herb & Marci Fast 8/24 

Mike & Kari Juni 8/26 

Jim & Kerry Rausch 8/27 

Deb & Will Michalski 8/28 

Dan & Lana Held 8/30 

John & Peggy Phelps 8/31 
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HappyBirthday! 
Deb Birr 8/2 

Michael Kraywinkel 8/2 

Jackson Maday 8/3 

Shirley Ashpole 8/3 

Taylor Wacholz 8/3 

Karla Lassonde 8/4 

Wanda Alleven 8/4 

Becky Steinbauer 8/5 

Carolyn Allen 8/5 

Maggie Steinbauer 8/5 

Sandy Allen 8/7 

Bill Warmack 8/8 

Carol Otto 8/8 

Josh Adams 8/8 

Bill Scherer 8/13 

Harry Argetsinger 8/13 

Cheryl Propp 8/16 

Sydney Maday 8/16 

Jorie Mundt 8/18 

Jenny Winters 8/19 

Jenna Aasen 8/20 

 
Peggy Phelps 8/22 

Wendy Pearson 8/22 

Christina Ross 8/23 

Fiona Swanson 8/23 

Dale Ashpole 8/24 

Joyce Long 8/24 

Leslie Geving 8/24 

Jack Larson 8/25 

Sasha Jakovich 8/25 

Chriss Page 8/26 

Deb Oachs 8/26 

Jamison Daby 8/27 

Karen Warmack 8/27 

Patti Cole 8/27 

Debra Burns 8/28 

Jan Marble 8/28 

Kerry Rausch 8/28 

Thomas Drake 8/28 

Bradley Mundt 8/29 

Jack Olinger 8/30 

Madden Vanderwerf 8/30 

Hilltop Office 

Michelle will be out of the office Aug. 21-25. If you have 

church business that cannot wait or a prayer request you 

can email Shannon at shannon@mankatohilltop.org.  

Sign ups for all events can now be found on our website. 

If you need a sign up created for an event, please contact 

the office. 

Newsletter Submissions 

The deadline for the September newsletter is Monday, 

August 21st. There is a submission form on the shelf by 

the  copier or submit to office@mankatohilltop.org and     

include “SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER” in the subject line.  

Mary Martha Circle  

Mary Martha will not meet in August.  

Ongoing Mary Martha Mission Projects: 

       Red Bird Mission—Campbell Soup Labels 

       SPRTC—toiletries (motel size)  

Worship Attendance Statistics 

Year 2017 2016  2015 

Service  9:00 10:30 Total 8:15 10:15 Total 9:00 

June 18 75 85 160 67 85 152 110 

June 25 86 98 184 100 42 142 156 

July 2 47 73 120 74 48 122 134 

July 9 60 80 140 75 41 116 126 

July 16 75 117 192 78 45 123 148 

July 23 76 85 161 76 37 113 137 

Average 70 90 160 78 50 128 135 
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pastors wisely employing the “threshold principle” in their 
efforts. Here are five recent examples that I’ve witnessed: 

One church developed a quality rendering of Joseph and 

the Technicolor Dreamcoat and invited the community. 

Another church took its worship service to a local high 
school auditorium four times a year to be more accessible 
to people in the community. 

One church took its food basket assembly project to a 

mall and engaged shoppers. 

A district purchased a block party wagon with grills and 
games to be used around the district for gatherings in 

neighborhoods. 

There are a growing number of pastors who office in    

coffee shops in order to interact with more people from 
the community. 

In creative ways, these churches are making liminal space 
for people to test the pool of Christian faith. 

The Wesleyan way is the way of “making.” “Making      

disciples” is a process, often a slow one. Leveraging the 
liminal is often one part of that process. The next step 
may be other people’s to take, but it is our job to offer it. 

http://www.minnesotaumc.org/blogdetail/8506556 

Not entirely in...not entirely out 
by Ben Ingebretson             
June 14, 2017 

In January 2016, members of Messiah UMC assembled 
health kits for refugees in the middle of Ridgedale Mall in 

Minnetonka. Passersby were invited to join them, and 
many did. 

Liminal. It is a Latin word meaning “threshold.” That little 

strip of wood or metal that is part of every doorway.   

Being “on the threshold” is the way we describe someone 
at a point of transition. Change. Already but not yet. Not 

entirely in…not entirely out. 

I believe more than ever that pastoral leaders need to be 
designers of liminal space and experiences—thresholds 

for people to take one step toward Christ. 

Liminal space is what Jesus created when he met Nicode-
mus by night. It is what Agrippa acknowledged when he 
said, “Almost you have persuaded me to be a Christian.” 

It is what Paul provided when he reasoned with the Athe-
nians on Mars Hill. In each case, there was the occasion 
to be not entirely in…and not entirely out. 

I have been blessed recently to hear of congregations and 
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