
From The Pastor 
The Breakthroughs are Coming! 

One word you'll hear from me a lot this year is 

"breakthrough." This one single word has been placed on 

my heart as His word for Hilltop this year. First and fore-

most I am longing for a breakthrough of God in my own 

life. I am truly longing more than I have in a long time for 

God to show Himself to me in ways I've never experi-

enced. I've already seen some of this in the ways I've felt 

God call me to give up the broken areas of my life. During 

our "Battered Yet Beautiful" sermon series I've experi-

enced so much personal healing, and I'm continuing to 

discover ways that God keeps calling me to experience his 

beautiful healing in those most broken places of my heart.  

I've seen breakthroughs in our church as I have been able 

to look out on the congregation each Sunday and see just 

how many of you have come forward to give your own 

broken pieces to God. I've seen the looks on your faces, 

the tears in your eyes, and the stories you've told of how 

God is working to redeem those battered areas of your 

life into things of beauty. 

I've noticed it in our community as I've seen the work of 

your hands and the loving spirit of your hearts reaching 

out to your friends, families, neighbors, co-workers, and 

even total strangers. You're seeing the Image of God in 

others, and you're sharing the Image of God (that is in 

you) with the world! From an awesome conversation with 

a college student sitting on the edge of her seat in great 

anticipation of going on a mission trip, to hearing how 

God has been present in the lives of new parents, the  

recently divorced/separated, and those families struggling 

with the very real brokenness that mental illness can 

bring... in all of these areas I'm seeing God breakthrough 

into your lives to bring healing and wholeness and      

abundant life!  

May these breakthroughs never cease! You're discovering 

the amazing life that such breakthroughs of God can bring 

to our lives; what if our entire church experienced such 

breakthroughs?  Better yet, what if our entire community-

-the whole greater Mankato area--experienced the 

mighty breakthroughs of Jesus Christ!? 

How have you seen breakthroughs in your life recently?    

I would really love to know. Email me at                          

pastor@mankatohilltop.org or give me a call/text at     

806-782-8017. Also, if you're on Facebook share on our 

HILLTOP group page. God doesn't want us to keep these 

breakthroughs to ourselves. God longs for us to praise His 

name and declare it from the rooftops that we've experi-

enced His love and grace.  

More breakthroughs are coming Hilltop! Are you ready?! 

Are you praying for them? (Stacy Vanderwerf recently 

shared with Administrative Council what Breakthrough 

Prayer actually looks like and how each of us can            

experience this kind of prayer for ourselves and our 

church. See her article on page 4.) Are you praying that 

God would breakthrough into your life, the life of our 

church, and the life of our entire community?!  

I am. So many of us are. Won't you join us? 

In Peace, 

Pastor Kelly 

What’s Kelly reading? 

One book I'm currently reading is helping me discover more 

of how Jesus is interwoven throughout the entire Bible, not 

just in the New Testament. The Forgotten Jesus by Robby 

Gallaty has been so much fun to read, especially as we have 

started our journey of reading through the entire Bible in 

2018. As I am finding myself once again reading through 

the Old Testament, this book is opening my eyes to all of 

the many ways that the Old Testament is pointing to the 

person, ministry, and saving work of Jesus Christ. I highly 

recommend it! 
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Hilltop Administrative Council 
Hilltop United Methodist Church 
Administrative Council Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, January 18, 2018, 6:30 pm  

Present:  Allison Bass, Shannon McCuaig, Don Putzier, 
Bonnie Weingartz, Ginny Norton, Paulette Booker, Karin 
Gavin, Bob Berg, Wayne Baumgartner, Paulette Adams, 
Kerry Rausch, Michelle Behsman, Stacy Vanderwerf. 

The meeting was called to order and opened in prayer by 

Allison Bass.  

Pastor’s Report: Allison played a prepared video message 

from Pastor Kelly, who was not in attendance because of 

Clergy Leadership Academy. Kelly spoke of two action re-

minders for council – to be in a small group experience 

and to worship regularly. He provided an intro to the faith 

formation exercise taught at a MCCI meeting on break-

through prayer and indicated that Stacy Vanderwerf would 

lead the group. He also shared that after his last MCCI 

meeting he felt that this is absolutely the perfect process 

for Hilltop right now. 

Stacy shared scripture from Ephesians 3:20 - God can do 

anything, you know—far more than you could ever imag-

ine or guess or request in your wildest dreams! He does it 

not by pushing us around but by working within us, his 

Spirit deeply and gently within us. She defined             

breakthrough prayer as an encounter with God. It is an 

invitation from Him to…come as you are. Author Ruth    

Haley Barton wrote that our desire for God is the deepest 

essence of who we are. Breakthrough prayer brings   

transformation, healing and direction. It is not prayer to 

get God’s attention but rather us giving our attention to 

Him. 

Approval of minutes: Minutes from the December 21, 

2017 meeting were available for review. A motion was 

made by Bob Berg to approve the minutes as                  

presented. Paulette Booker seconded. The motion passed. 

Upward: Paulette Booker reported that there would be a 

worship support team training on Saturday, Jan. 27th from 

12:00-2:00 pm with lunch provided. 

Inward(Nominations/Leadership): Stacy Vanderwerf pre-

sented nominations for Ad Council as follows: Don Putzier 

for Vice-chair, Outward team – add Steph Putzier and   

remove Shanna Blomquist and Erin Anderson, Karla       

Lassonde for Lay Delegate to Annual Conference. A motion 

was made by Karin Gavin to approve the nomina-

tions. Wayne Baumgartner seconded. The motion carried. 

Outward: Shannon McCuaig reported that the team had 

met on Sunday. They have narrowed the focus on support 

for a overseas missionary but they have not yet identified 

a specific person(s). They plan to support fewer missions 

in order to give greater support to each. These missions 

include ECHO Food Shelf, Backpack Food Program, and the 

Salvation Army. Hilltop has also adopted Kennedy Elemen-

tary and the team continues to seek ways to support the 

school and students. The team will be working on develop-

ing a written policy for those asking for assistance. 

Trustees: Bob Berg reported that all is running well. An 

opportunity presented itself to purchase stainless steel 

tables for the kitchen and they have been installed. Not 

only will this addition meet food safety requirements but 

will also add more storage. The old table is free to first 

person to request and Bob will deliver for free within 20 

miles of the church. Bob reported that a connection on the 

water heater was corroding and they are receiving bids for 

a new water heater. They have also found someone to 

remove the dead tree by the parsonage for $150. Paulette 

Booker asked about lighting the driveway entrance and 

Bob said that it was cost prohibitive to add lights but per-

haps reflectors would work. 

Finance Report:  Kerry Rausch reported that December 

expenses were $58,641.48 and income was $84,590.04 

with an ending checking balance of $79,253.81. Less 

$58,998.23 in designated funds, we have a working      

general fund balance of $20255.58. Approximately 

$26,000 of the designated funds set aside for the increase 

fund was moved to the general fund for 2017 staffing    

expenses. Giving to the general fund has been at a         

consistent level in the last three years. Kerry reported that 

she had met with Kelly and Jeanette Phillips recently to 

discuss ways to increase general giving. Don Putzier made 

a motion to approve the finance report with a second by 

Ginny Norton. The motion carried. 

Technology: Don Putzier reported that the sound in the 
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sanctuary was much improved. There will be a training 

session for the tech team with Michael Olson to learn how 

to use the mixer. Bonnie asked about the speaker in the 

nursery, wondering how to make adjustments so that 

nursery workers and parents can hear the service. 

New Business: A number of building issues were brought 

up as needing attention. The family bathroom floor needs 

deep cleaning and could use a shelf for cleaning cloths and 

diaper supplies. It was also asked if a handrail could be 

installed in one of the women’s stalls. Paulette B. asked if 

Blinds and More had stopped by to fix the roller shade. 

Don Putzier reminded the council of the Conversation on a 

Way Forward meeting on Tuesday evening. 

Adjournment/Next Meeting: Stacy closed the meeting in 

prayer. Administrative Council will meet next on Thursday, 

February 15, 2018. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Michelle Behsman 

Hilltop Administrative Council 2018 

Chairperson Allison Bass 

Vice Chair Don Putzier 

Rec. Secretary Michelle Behsman 

Lay Leader Paulette Adams 

Lay Del. to AC Karla Lassonde  

Finance Chair Kerry Rausch 

Finance Sec. Adela Scherer 

Trustee Chair Bob Berg 

SPRC Chair Kari Juni  

UPWARD Paulette Booker 

INWARD (Nom) Stacy Vanderwerf 

OUTWARD Shannon McCuaig 

Youth Rep   

Young Adult Rep. Phillip Daniels 

Children Coord. Robin Staloch  

Care Coord.  Terry Berg 

Parish Nurse Judy Argetsinger 

Steward. Chair Jeanette Phillips 

Assoc. Pastor Ashley Swoboda 

Pastor Kelly McCuaig  

Members at large: Holly Aasen, Wayne Baumgartner, 
Karin Gavin, Bonnie Weingartz, Ginny Norton 

Administrative Council Meeting  

The Ad Council meets the third Thursday of each month.  

The next meeting is Thursday, February 15th from 6:30-

8:00 pm with the Committee meetings following at 8:00 

pm. The deadline for the March newsletter is Monday, 

February 19, 2018 - submissions should be sent to          

Michelle at office@mankatohilltop.org and include 

“MARCH NEWSLETTER” in the subject line.  

Teaching and Town Hall 

Sunday, March 18th, following the 10:30 service 

As we continue to grow as a conference-leading church, 

there is so much that Pastors Kelly and Ashley want to 

share with everyone. So join us as we begin these        

quarterly Teaching & Town Hall events when we have a 

chance to spend 10 minutes or so sharing with you an   

exciting idea/vision/biblical concept, and then open the 

floor for questions about any and every thing! We’ll be 

finish by 1:00 pm for each of these Town Halls that way 

everyone is able to make it to a late lunch. See you there! 

Online Giving 

Online Giving is a convenient, consistent way to help our 

church grow. You won’t need to write checks and prepare 

envelopes every week. And even when you can’t attend 

services, your electronic contributions will arrive without 

delay. Giving online is easy and allows you to set up a one-

time or recurring gift and view your complete online giving   

history from anywhere you have access to the internet.  

Simply follow these easy steps: 

1. Visit the church website at: 

www.mankatohilltop.com, 

2. Click on the Give Now button, 

3. Click on the Create Profile button, then follow the 

onscreen instructions to create an online profile 

and schedule your contribution.  

“I GAVE ONLINE” cards can be found in the pews and are 

to be used by those who give electronically by auto-tithe, 

online giving or text-to-give. This allows members an     

opportunity to put something in the offering plate as a 

physical act of worship. 



Breakthrough Prayer and Desire 

BREAKTHROUGH Prayer – prayer that truly brings     

transformation, renewal, healing and direction – al-

ways comes from our truest selves.   

Your desire for more of God than you have right now, 

your longing for love, your need for deeper levels of  

spiritual transformation than you have experienced so 

far is the truest thing about you. There is a place within 

each one of us that is spiritual in nature, the place 

where God’s Spirit witnesses with our spirit about our 

truest identity. Here God’s Spirit dwells with our spirit, 

and here our truest desires make themselves known. 

From this place we cry out to God for deeper union 

with him and with others.   

Trusting God’s goodness by answering Jesus’ question 

and revealing our deepest longing builds our faith in 

God and increases our capacity to trust Him more.   

Jesus must believe it is important and right and a good 

thing for us to name our desires, or else why would he 

ask? The question that Jesus asks most in Scripture … 

“What do you want me to do for you?”   

PERSONAL REFLECTION—Take time to review the follow-

ing biblical stories and sit with the one you are drawn to. 

John 1:35-41: Jesus asks two of John’s disciples,      

“What are you looking for?” 

Matthew 20:20-28:  Jesus asks the mother of the sons of 

Zebedee, “What do you want?” 

Matthew 20:29-34:  Jesus asks two blind men, “What do 

you want me to do for you?” and is moved with 

compassion. 

Mark 10:36:  Jesus asks James and John, the sons of    

Zebedee, “What is it you want me to do for you?” 

Mark 10:46-52:  Jesus asks blind Bartimaeus,            

“What do you want me to do for you?” 

John 5:2-9:  Jesus asks the invalid at the pool of Beth-

zatha, “Do you want to be made well?” 

Listen for what Jesus has to say to you personally in and 

through the story you have chosen. 
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Am I able to sense Jesus’ compassion for the part of me 

that longs for something I do not yet have? Am I able to 

feel compassionate for myself? 

Jesus, what do you want to show me about myself as I get 

more honest about my desires? Which ones seem to come 

from something false within me, and which ones seem to 

come from something true? 

Who attempts to silence my desire? 

Do I understand the full ramifications of what I am asking 

for? What else do I need to know? Am I really ready for 

what it is I am asking for? 

Is there something Jesus is inviting me to do in order to 

live into what my heart most wants? 

What aspect of my desire is something only Christ can  

fulfill or accomplish? What is my part?   

Behind the Worship Scene... 

Beverages and snacks are an important ministry at Hilltop 

UMC. Please consider signing up for one or more Sundays 

to help with set-up, re-fill, and clean-up. Training is        

provided and Hilltop UMC provides the snacks...no baking 

or purchasing required. The sign-up sheet is at the        

Welcome Center. Questions may be directed to Paulette 

Booker at 507-469-3218 (text or call) or email                

worship@mankatohilltop.org. 

Ash Wednesday Love Feast: Growing in 

Love through Jesus, Pancakes, and Ashes 

Shrove Tuesday, Pancake Day, Fat Tuesday, Mardi 

Gras...call it what you will but it is the day or time           

preceding Ash Wednesday and time to feast before the 

fast. Did you know the word shrove is a form of the English 

word shrive, which means to obtain absolution for 

one's sins by way of confession and doing penance. As we 

enter the Lenten season, we invite you to join us 

on Wednesday, February 14th at 6:00 pm for an evening of 

worship and fellowship around a simple pancake supper. 

We'll begin our Lenten journey as we gather to eat, sing, 

share, and pray. Then, being sent forth with ashes we'll 

grow even deeper in love with God and neighbor during 

this season.  

mailto:worship@mankatohilltop.org
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shriving
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Absolution
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Confession_(religion)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Penance
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Walk to Emmaus 

Meet Jesus Christ in a new 

way as He is revealed to 

you through other believers. You will hear fifteen talks 

regarding various aspects of Christianity in this three-day 

experience of God’s grace. Following the three days,    

participants are given an opportunity to join in small 

groups, and to continue to share in God’s grace in a      

variety of ways, while supporting each other in our       

ongoing walks with Christ.  

Emmaus is a terrific part of Hilltop’s discipleship develop-

ment. Walk to Emmaus will inspire, challenge, and equip 

participants for Christian action in their homes, churches, 

and places of work. Walk to Emmaus lifts up a way for our 

grace-filled lives to be lived and shared with others.  

Upcoming Spring Walks are April 19 to 22, 2018 for 

men, and April 26 to 29, 2018 for women. These walks 

will be held at Koronis Ministries near Paynesville, MN. If 

you are interested in attending a Walk, or if you want 

more information, please contact Pastor Kelly or Pastor 

Ashley who can put you in touch with someone who has 

attended a Walk. 

2018 Banner Banter 

Hilltop UMC has been blessed with wonderfully artistic 

people who have shared their gifts over the years by    

creating banners to celebrate the seasons of the church.  

At least one set of the 40+ banners was created in the late 

1970s/early 1980s and several are multi-panel creations.  

Over Hilltop's Journey to 150 in 2018, many of these    

special banners will be displayed in the narthex, fellow-

ship hall, and entry along with information gathered 

about each banner.  Featured in February: 

Lenten series posters created by Hilltop UMC family 

in 2016 (fellowship hall) 

Lake Koronis chapel created by those who attended 

the family winter retreats (narthex) 

Jesus Came and Said Go created by Rhonda Friesen 

(entry) 

A heart-felt thank you to everyone who lent their time 

and talents to the Hilltop UMC legacy of banners! 

Game Day  

All are invited for a fun-filled afternoon of games and    

fellowship on Sunday, January 28, 2018 from 11:30am to 

2:30pm. This year we will be setting up games in the    

Narthex and showing the movie "The Emperor’s New 

Groove" in the sanctuary, complete with popcorn. Bring 

your favorite board game and/or deck of cards and a 

snack to share. Cheesy chicken sandwiches, coffee, cocoa, 

and lemonade will be provided. If you have any          

questions, you can contact Terry Berg at 507-625-1865. 

Trash or Treasure 

Over time, several pans and vases have accumulated at 

church. These items will be on a table in the narthex 

from Monday, February 5th through Sunday, February 

11th. Please check to see if any of these belong to you or 

someone you know. Anything not spoken for after the 

11th will be donated. 

Three Ways to Feed the Hungry 

     Serve the Sunday Noon Meal at the Salvation Army on 

Sunday, February 18th from 11:00-1:30 p.m. Sign up at 

the Welcome Center to donate food and/or help serve 

our brothers and sisters in Christ. We will also serve the 

Sunday Noon Meal on May 20th and September 30th. 

       Donate generously to the ECHO Food Shelf each 

month. Watch for the green bags the third Sunday of each 

month, and bring them back filled the following Sunday 

with nonperishable donations to ECHO. If you are not able 

to visit the grocery store but would like to contribute, you 

can also put a check in the offering plate (write Echo Food 

Shelf on the memo line).  

       Sign up to donate food or prepare and serve a meal 

for our youth on Wednesday nights or our college         

students on Sunday evenings. Both groups begin at 6:00 

pm on their respective days so time commitment is      

approximately 5:00-6:45 pm, depending on the meal. You 

can login to SignUp.com to view the menus for various 

days and sign up to bring food or to serve. You will find a 

link to SignUp.com on our website and Facebook group 

page. You may also call the office at 387-3877 to sign up. 
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Hilltop Office  

The office will not be open Mon., Feb. 19th, as Presidents’ 

Day is an observed holiday. Michelle will also be out of 

the office Mon. Feb, 26-28th for a continuing education 

opportunity.  

INVENTORY—If you notice that we are in need of any 

item for the kitchen, hospitality, etc. you will find an     

inventory list in the kitchen on a clipboard below the 

phone. Please mark the item(s) and sign your name and 

date in case we have any questions. Thank you!  

Hilltop Endowment Fund Update 

Here’s an update on HUMC Endowment Fund balances. 

The purpose of the Fund is to provide members and 

friends of our church the opportunity to make charitable 

gifts to Hilltop United Methodist Church that are a living 

memorial and permanent endowment of financial       

support for vital ministries of our church, including:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year, earnings from the fund’s investments will be 

distributed as follows: 

a. 75% of the income will be available to spend for the 

stated purpose of each account 

b. 25% of the income will be re-invested in the account to 

help grow the principal 

If you are interested in adding to our existing funds or 

helping to launch our Mission and General Endowment 

funds, we encourage you to pray and give as you are led.  

Please designate Hilltop United Methodist Church on your 

check or financial instrument. Specify “Endowment Fund” 

in the memo or beneficiary section. If you would like to 

designate your giving to a specific fund account, please 

select from one of the categories above.  Thank you for 

investing in Hilltop’s future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you 

Thank you to everyone who rang the bell for the Salvation 

Army Kettle Campaign in December. Your time makes a 

difference! 

Hilltop Family - Thank you for your thoughtfulness and 

the wonderful meals. It helped us to adjust to having   

Violette home. Your kindness is greatly appreciated.  

God bless always, David & Heather Ross 

Happy Anniversary! 

Dan & Clare Rivers 2/2 
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HappyBirthday! 
Jennifer Turner 2/3 

Kim Beaty 2/4 

Mady Sellner 2/4 

Kendra Daby 2/5 

Marco Jakovich 2/6 

Jayda Savage 2/7 

Harper Bass 2/8 

Heather Olinger 2/9 

Jackson Wagner 2/10 

Jocelin Reynolds 2/10 

Danika Grunloh 2/11 

Johnalyn Grunloh 2/11 

Anita Riese 2/13 

 

 

 

Steph Putzier 2/15 

Abbie Page 2/16 

Carina Eckert 2/16 

Audrey Key 2/19 

Margaret Beaty 2/19 

Larry Morales 2/21 

Marci Fast 2/21 

Donna Wagner 2/24 

Lenny Written 2/24 

Ann Velazquez 2/27 

Rhonda Friesen 2/27 

Sarah Schroeder 2/28 

Todd Gavin 2/28 

Worship Attendance Statistics  
  2018 2017 2016 

Service 9:00 10:30 Total 8:15 10:15 Total 8:15 10:15 Total 

Dec. 31 29 87 116 20 67 87 28 133 161 

Jan. 7 78 111 189 52 133 185 34 106 140 

Jan. 14 64 109 173 36 133 169 36 119 155 

Jan. 21 75 196 47 155 202 35 125 160 121 

Average 61 107 168 38 122 160 33 120 154 

Name of Fund 
Initial 

Deposit 

Initial    

Deposit 

Balance As 

Of 12/31/17 

Education & Leadership 

Development 
3/10/14 $23,644.57 $33,333.71 

Missions 
Not 

Started 
- - 

Building & Property 4/2/14 $15,000.00 $18,043.19 

General   Endowment 
Not 

Started 
- - 
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Speak Kindly  

In Cindy Gregorson’s recent blog on our conference web-

site, she reflects on Joan Chittister's book, Radical Spirit. 

Joan has taken an ancient treatise, The Rule of Benedict, 

and in particular his writings on humility, and offered 

them as 12 steps for living a free and authentic life. Cindy 

drew on just three of the steps as a response to current 

political views on immigration. 

Step 9: Listen. 

Step 10: Never ridicule anyone or anything. 

Step 11: Speak kindly. 

Humility, Chittister states, begins with a recognition and 

that God is God and we are not. We are wonderful,  

beautiful, created beings with a sacred value, but the  

universe does not revolve around us. And in fact, we live 

in community with all the other wonderful, beautiful,  

created beings of sacred value. The only way we can fully 

realize who we are meant to be is by our living with an 

appropriate sense of humility, not devaluing ourselves 

but also not letting our ego get the best of us. We are no 
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more important, and no less of value, than the next      

person. 

But Benedict's rule pushes us further. He says we need to 

listen, really listen, to people and their stories so that we 

truly learn from one another, because they have wisdom 

the community needs. And speaking kindly is more than 

being polite, it is an understanding that the other person 

has value and worth that we want to honor. We don't 

make jokes about people. We don't have fun at their    

expense. We don't make generalizations about whole 

people groups and we don't write them off. 

If you take the time to ask a genuine question and really 

listen, it is amazing what happens. There is a connection 

that is real, and you both walk away more alive and more 

hopeful. Humility is recognizing that God is present in 

each of these persons and their stories as much as God is 

present in yours, and they have something to teach you, 

to help you discover more about God and the world.       

#seeallthepeople. Read more at: 

https://www.minnesotaumc.org/auth ordetail/899039 
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