
From The Pastor 
Are You Ready? 

An Exciting New Era for Hilltop UMC 

For years now we as a church have been dreaming, 

hoping, and praying that the Lord would guide us in our 

next efforts to reach those outside the walls of our 

church. Two things were clear in this praying and       

discerning process: 1) There was confidence that the 

church was being called to actually plant a new minis-

try—to invest heavily in the lives of those who are not 

part of Hilltop UMC and to start some sort of ministry 

that would focus solely on those people. And 2) there 

was a deep concern in the heart of this church to reach 

the thousands of college students who call Mankato, 

MN home each year. 

God has been faithful to Hilltop Church, and he has 

answered our prayers after this season of faithful,     

patient waiting. I am so humbled and excited to          

announce that on Sunday, September 20th, at a church-

wide conference there was a unanimous vote by this 

body to plant a Wesley Foundation here in Mankato! 

A Wesley Foundation is a UMC campus ministry, 

and they can be found at many campuses around the 

nation. This proposal was created up through many 

hours of prayerful discussion between myself and our 

District Superintendent, Fred Vanderwerf, as well as 

with the much needed leadership and input from our 

Staff-Parish Relations Committee, and our Administra-

tive Board. At each level of discussion leading up to our 

church-wide conference there was only the sort of    

clarity and assurance that only the Holy Spirit can     

provide, and the church-wide conference was no       

different, and in the end we as a body were united in 

one accord to take this leap of faith and say we are   

going to have an impact on the lives of college students 

for many, many years to come. 

The UMC as a whole has simply failed to reach out 

to college students in a meaningful and impactful way.  

However, we’re excited to join with the many Wesley 

Foundations throughout the country who are doing      

extraordinary things among college students for the   

Kingdom of God. It is our dream and vision that through 

this Wesley Foundation, we will not only preach the 

love and grace of Christ to the students of Mankato, but 

also we will specifically develop a ministry that raises up 

a new generation of young, Christians who lead in the 

Wesleyan way—loving this whole world and all the  

people in it with the perfect, holy love of God alone. 

The easy part is done, and now the real work        

begins—the real work of actually living into what The 

Book of James has been calling us to for the past few 

Sundays to actually have a Faith That Works. And God 

will continue to call us on this journey in the coming 

Sundays as we explore in our Fall stewardship series 

God’s desire for us to give to him of our prayers, our 

presence, and our gifts. All this is leading us to this great 

leap of faith. 

More information will be coming as we proceed     

forward with this new journey, but what I ask of you  

now is simply this. Please pray! Pray for a future        

director that needs to be hired. Please pray for a future 

board of trustees that needs to be created. Please pray 

for the future college students whose lives will be 

touched by this ministry. And please pray for            

yourselves, that God would continue to embolden your 

faith, and that he would rise up among you leaders who 

will walk with us in the giving of your time and            

resources to see that this ministry gets off to a healthy, 

solid foundation. 

Kelly 

October 2015  
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Minutes from September Ad Council  

Thursday, September 17, 2015, 7:30 pm   

Present: Jeff Adams, Rolly Utzinger, Herb Fast, Karen 

Frydendall, John Phelps, JoAnn Hutchinson,  Michelle 

Behsman, Paulette Booker, Eric Mundt, Don Putzier. 

The meeting was called to order by Jeff Adams. 

Approval of Minutes: A motion was made by John to 

approve the minutes of the August 20, 2015 Ad Council 

meeting, Jo Ann seconded. Motion carried. 

Pastor’s Report: Jeff shared a video message from Kelly, 

who was at the New Room Conference in Tennessee. 

Kelly reported that the Back to School Bash was a huge 

success as Hilltop enjoyed a wonderful time of fellow-

ship as we welcomed and blessed several families from 

our neighborhood. He also remarked that the worship 

time changes were received positively and that the   

additional time for Kids Kinection is a blessing to our 

children. Kelly has met with two couples who wish to 

join the church and be married here in the next couple 

of months. He encouraged council to attend the         

Accelerate Workshop being held at Hilltop on Saturday 

the 19th and he reminded council of the Charge         

Conference on Sunday the 20th. There was discussion 

from council about Kelly’s beard and after a motion 

from Jeff and a second from Paulette, council approved 

Kelly’s beard. 

Trustees Report:  Eric reported that after recent heavy 

rains the parsonage basement flooded because of sump 

pump failure. Servicemaster was called to remove the 

carpet and a new sump pump was installed. The        

trustees discussed alternatives with the McCuaigs and 

all felt the best solution was to epoxy the concrete floor 

and use area rugs as needed. The epoxy coating will cost 

$3000 and will be covered primarily by Christmas       

Festival funds designated last year for major repairs. 

The trustees received a quote from Boelter Window & 

Siding for a steel roof for the sanctuary. The total cost is 

$39,500 and the church roof fund will cover all but 

$3000. The remaining $3000 could be covered by    

monies set aside in the future maintenance fund. There 

were many upsides to steel roofing, including: higher 

rating on wind, hail and fire protection, better ventila-

tion, property insurance discount, and a fifty year        

warranty. Installation will begin this fall. 

Finance Report:  JoAnn reported that income and ex-

penses were in line for the month of August. Expenses 

appear higher than average but there was a payoff of 

the budgeted landscaping project of $7,200 and 

$22,000 of the expenses were actually a transfer of 

funds into savings accounts. She noted that Hospitality/

Kitchen spending is over budget and will be increased 

next year. She also reported that the 2016 budget     

proposal is nearly complete and that figures would be 

finalized after the Charge Conference on Sept. 20th.  The 

council will vote on the 2016 budget at the October 

meeting. 

SPRC: John reported that the committee met recently to 

review staff compensation, including the potential staff 

ministry position, in order to make recommendations 

for the 2016 budget. They are focusing on future needs 

and discussed additional staffing for the office. He also 

mentioned that they would be working on staff evalua-

tions in the near future. 

Missions: Don shared a report from Stephanie. Four-

teen volunteers from Hilltop served 95 guests at the 

Salvation Army on Sunday, August 16th. The October 

mission potluck will benefit the Backpack Food Program, 

an initiative of the Feeding Our Communities Partner-

ship. 

Worship: Paulette reported that they have been      

planning for the remainder of the 2015 calendar year. 

They will be looking for a design team to work on adorn-

ment for the sanctuary for the advent season and 

Christmas Festival. Also, Kendra Daby is joining Terry 

Berg as co-chair of the Christmas Festival. 

Technology:  Don reported that they are still awaiting a 

proposal from Sim Sound for some upgrades, with 

monitors in the narthex, improved speakers in the      

narthex, projector and sound system for fellowship hall, 

Hilltop Administrative Council 



and a screen for the back of the sanctuary.  

New Business: Michelle reported that the Annual 

Church Conference has been scheduled for Thursday, 

November 12th at 6:30pm, with DS Fred Vanderwerf 

presiding. Ad Council elected to not meet the following 

week on Thursday, November 19th. 

Next Meeting/Adjournment: The next meeting will be 

on Thursday, October 15, 2015 at 7:30 pm. Jeff closed 

with prayer. Meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, Michelle Behsman 

  

 

 

We have lots of kids registered for Kids Kinection this 

year and that means we are in need of additional 

teachers and shepherds to help make the program a 

success. Because we have a rotational style program, 

teachers only need to prepare ONE lesson and then 

repeat the class for the four different age groups. This 

years curriculum is taking us back to the basics, our 

units are titled; How the Bible Came to Be, The 10 

Commandments, In The Manager, Symbols of Holy 

Week, Bible Teachings, and Jesus and the Children.   

We are also in need of an Art teacher and  shepherds. 

Shepherds take the children to their classrooms each 

Sunday and help assist in the classroom as needed 

(must be in 7th grade or older to help). If you are inter-

ested in helping out or have further questions please 

contact Jocelin at hilltopsundayschool@gmail.com or  

507-317-7474.  

Youth Group Update 

On our first night of youth group for the school year, we 

made prayer and goal jars. You can see them on display 

across from the church office. We will be adding a bless-

ings/answered prayers box/jar/large container! This is 

for everyone to add into - the youth want to extend that 

to our entire church! So feel free to drop in pieces of  

paper with your blessings and answered prayers on 

them! This will be so fun to go through at the end of the 

year. Very inspiring and so good to remember all of 

God's work in our lives. I recommend putting a date! 

We'll make a video to show the congregation during  

worship sometime around May! 

We are starting a Sunday morning study for students in 

7th through 12th grade. We will meet at 9:30 am and 

spend some time discussing the scripture lesson and 

Kelly’s message. 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 3rd 7:00 pm - October 4th 7:00 am, Hilltop 

youth along with other area church youth groups will 

help raise awareness of youth homelessness and       

support The Reach drop-in center by sleeping outside in 

a cardboard box at the Mankato Salvation Army.  

Also get signed up for the MN Youth Convention! This 

is October 15-16th. 

We are going to Aberdeen, SD this year for our fall      

retreat, Nov. 13-15th. This retreat is for 6-12 graders. 

Get signed up!! Contact E.J. for more details. 

If you would like to offer your home for a night of youth 

group - whether you have any youth or not, that would 

be a blessing to us! It would be great to have the youth 

get to know you, too :) Contact E.J. if you would like to 

do that and to work out a date!  
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Worship Attendance Statistics 

Sundays: 2015 2014 2013 

August 30 134 119 110 

September 6 125 236 210 

September 13 222 212 216 

September 20 192 199 190 

Average 168 191 181 

Youth 



Mary Martha Circle  
Date:  October 14th 

Time: 1:30 pm 

Hostess:  Terry Berg 

Devotions:  Anita Riese 

Project: Tote bags/SPRTC 

Page 4 

Upward 

Weekly Eucharist at Hilltop 

Eucharist Service 12:10-12:30 pm 

Fellowship Lunch 12:30-12:50 pm 

Eucharist is a Greek word meaning 

‘thanksgiving,’ so please join us 

each Wednesday during the lunch 

hour, beginning on September 

30th, to give thanks to God for his 

love and mercy through the bro-

ken body and shed blood of Christ. 

As one body we will experience 

the real and present Spirit of 

Christ amongst us and in us, and 

be nourished to go forth to be 

faithful witnesses of God’s love 

and grace in the world.  

We encourage you to bring your 

lunch with you so that we can  

continue to fellowship with one 

another through the lunch hour  

after the service.  

Outward 

Operation Christmas Child 

The love of Jesus shines through the 

hearts of Hilltop when Operation 

Christmas Child season rolls around.  

In years past we have packed hundreds of shoeboxes 

that find their way to the arms of children all over the 

world through the Samaritan’s Purse organization. Each 

shoebox contains practical and fun gifts for the kids, and 

along with each box, the children have the opportunity 

to receive a storybook that tells them the story of Jesus. 

A recent addition to Operation Christmas Child is the 

opportunity for kids to attend a follow-up program 

called “The Greatest Journey,” which tells them more 

about Jesus and His love for them. 

National Collection Week for Operation Christmas Child 

will be held from November 16-23, 2015. During this 

week we will have the opportunity to pack shoeboxes, 

as well as serve as a Collection Center, collecting boxes 

from the Mankato area and five regional relay centers.  

We will pack the boxes into cartons and load the        

cartons onto the truck that will be parked in our parking 

lot for the week. From here, the boxes will be trans-

ported to the Twin Cities, and ultimately to their final 

destination. 

Each of you will be able to pack boxes or, if you prefer, 

make a donation to have boxes packed for you. Any 

shoebox can be used, but we would recommend a     

medium sized box--no boot boxes or very large shoe 

boxes. There will also be plastic boxes available for you 

to use. We will also need volunteers to staff our         

Collection Center, to receive boxes that are dropped off, 

to pack cartons, and to help load cartons onto the truck. 

Watch for sign-up sheets for opportunities to take part 

in Collection Week activities. 

To pack a box, decide what age child you are packing 

for, and whether the gift will be for a boy or a girl. Gift 

suggestions are school supplies, non-liquid hygiene 

items, basic clothing/accessory items, toys and candy. 

Do not include food items, or candy that will melt       

(no chocolate), medications or vitamins, war-related 

toys, breakable items or seeds. No used or damaged 

items. Candy should be separately packed in a zip lock 

plastic bag.  Unscented soaps may be better, because 

strongly scented soap can permeate the box and make 

your candy taste like soap! If you include pencils, be 

sure to include a pencil sharpener. You can find further          

information, as well as stories and videos, at         

samaritanspurse.org. 

Paulette Adams, OCC Collection Center Coordinator 

 



Christmas Festival 2015 

The Christmas Festival will be held Saturday, Decem-

ber 5, 2015, from 9 am to noon.  We will be selling 

peanut brittle, crafts, soups, cookies, candies, baked 

goods,  breakfast, and more. There will also be a Kids 

Korner with face painting and make & take orna-

ments. Half of the proceeds will go to helping supply 

food to students in the Blue Earth County Area 

through the BackPack Food Program. 

There will be information in the Narthex regarding 

the Festival: Sign up for making cookies, sign up to 

help make peanut brittle; ideas for making baskets 

for silent auction; price list guidelines for your crafts 

and baked goods later this month. Donations can be 

placed in the offering plate; please write Christmas 

Festival in the Memo Portion of your check. 

The Youth will be setting up tables for the Festival on 

Wednesday evening, December 2nd, during their 

youth meeting.  

Drop off times for baked goods, crafts, cookies, etc. 

will be Friday December 4th from 8:00 a.m. until 8:00 

p.m. 

Anyone interested in being a part of the Christmas     

Festival should come to the planning meeting on     

Tuesday, October 6th, at 6:30 p.m. at the church. If 

you have any questions or want to volunteer for a 

task, please feel free to contact Terry Berg at 625-

1865 or bergtb1356@yahoo.com or Kendra Daby at 

507-382-5202 or kensdaby@gmail.com 

Mission Potlucks 

Please bring a dish to share and   

enjoy fellowship with Hilltop    

families following the 10:30 am 

worship service on Sunday,       

October 4th. A freewill offering 

will benefit the Blue Earth County BackPack Food      

Program which focuses on ensuring that students have 

nutritious food when school is out.   

 

 

Peanut Brittle Connection 

Every fall for the past 37 years Hilltop members have 

met at our church to make peanut brittle. We are      

always looking for new faces to join in the fun - 14    

people are needed each session. We will be selling 

the peanut brittle at the Christmas Festival on De-

cember 5, 2015. 

There will be six sessions, four day and two evening. 

The dates this year are: 

 Tuesday, Oct. 27th at 12:30 pm 

 Thursday, Oct. 29th at 12:30 pm 

 Monday, Nov. 2nd at 5:30 pm 

 Friday, Nov. 6th at 12:30 pm 

 Tuesday, Nov. 10th at 5:30 pm 

 Thursday, Nov. 12th at 12:30 pm 

Please sign up at the welcome center. For more infor-

mation call Deb Oachs 381-3802, Patti Cole 345-5855, 

or Sandy Cooper 382-1185. 

Inward 

Walk to Emmaus 

 

 

 

Meet Jesus Christ in a new way as He is revealed to 

you through other believers. Emmaus is a terrific 

part of our discipleship development at                  

Hilltop. Upcoming Fall Walks are October 15-18, 

2015 for men, and October 29 to November 1, 2015 

for women. These walks will be held at Koronis  

Ministries near Paynesville, MN. If you are inter-

ested in attending a Walk, please contact Barb 

Keith, Jeff Adams, Don Putzier, or Pastor Kelly for 

more details. There are also more details at the   

Welcome Center.  
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Outward 
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Happy Anniversary!  
Norm & Darlene Gullickson 10/01 

Bruce & Joyce Long 10/02 

Russ & Linda Flowers 10/02 

De & Randy Born 10/03 

JJ & Stef Morgan 10/05 

Karla & Matt Lassonde 10/07 

Bryan & Kari Pratt 10/08 

Chris & Carina Eckert 10/09 

Pam & Marty Saigh 10/09 

Bob & Alison Nelson 10/17 

Ramsey & Jennifer Turner 10/23 

Rick & Mary Gaskins 10/23 

Bill & Wanda Alleven 10/29 

Kari & Kevin Weber 10/29 

Jim & Barb Reed 10/30  
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60th Anniversary Open House for Bruce 
& Joyce Long  

It’s time to Celebrate 60 years of Love, Laughter & 

Memories! We welcome you to an Open House         

Saturday, October 3, 2015 1:00pm – 3:00pm at the 

home of Tom & Joni Bode 20451 Indian Lake Road, 

Mankato, MN. Hosted by Brad & Leslie Long, Chris & 

Cindy Scherer and Tom & Joni Bode *no gifts please*  

New Address 

Andrew and Mary Bittner 

703 Village Parkway, Circle Pines, MN 55014  

Hospice & Palliative Volunteer Training 

Mayo Clinic Health System Hospice is looking for       

volunteers to work in our Hospice and Palliative Care 

programs. Serving the seriously ill and terminally ill  

people in your community is a rewarding experience 

and volunteers play an important role in this care.     

Volunteer training is scheduled for Monday 

and Wednesday, October 12 and 14 from 9:00 a.m. – 

3:00 p.m., and Thursday, October 15 from 9:00 a.m. – 

1:00 p.m. It will be held at the Hospice office in the 

Madison East Center in Mankato. We are looking for 

men and women to volunteer in all of our service areas. 

For more information or to request an application, 

please call Kim Rotchadl, Hospice Volunteer                

Coordinator, at 385-6364 or email her 

at Rotchadl.Kim@mayo.edu.  

4th Annual Making Strides Against 

Breast Cancer Walk 

You can help finish the 

fight against breast cancer 

by raising funds for and walking with American Cancer  

Society Making Strides of Mankato. It’s never too late 

to form a team, and there is plenty of time to get 

church members, family and friends together for this 

event. The walk is at 10:00 am on Sunday, October 10th 

at Spring Lake Park. There is also a need for volunteers 

the day of the event. Register at: makingstrideswalk.org 

Hilltop Notes 

Happy Birthday! 
Kevin Phillips 10/01 

Laurie Drake 10/02 

Brooke Hartman 10/03 

Zada Utzinger 10/03 

Ashley Paegel 10/04 

Dianne Daby 10/04 

Shaelyn Wilmes 10/05 

Mark Oachs 10/06 

Scott Foss 10/06 

Alexa Swindell 10/07 

Bob Jesseman 10/07 

Shane Sellner 10/07 

Kari Weber 10/08 

Linda O'Malley 10/08 

Sandra Kiewatt 10/08 

Jim Johnson 10/09 

Jim Reed 10/09 

Sandy Cooper 10/09 

Susan Larson 10/09 

Louis Allen 10/10 

Paulette Adams 10/10 

Karen Young 10/12 

 

 
 

John Beaty 10/14 

De Born 10/16 

Chris Aasen 10/17 

Carli Jordan 10/18 

Linda Flowers 10/19 

Celia Pratt 10/20 

Deb Findley 10/20 

Haley Goebel 10/20 

Bob Kraywinkel 10/22 

Terri Goebel 10/22 

Norma Preston 10/24 

Wendy Allen 10/24 

Carissa Lick 10/25 

Kody Wall 10/25 

Terry Berg 10/25 

Alec Scherer 10/26 

Angie Marble 10/26 

Teri Clark 10/26 

Levi Vanderwerf 10/27 

Michelle Harmon 10/28 

Deb Young 10/29 

Bob Nelson 10/30 

mailto:Rotchadl.Kim@mayo.edu
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www.mankatohilltop.org 

 

Pastor Kelly McCuaig 

pastor@mankatohilltop.org 

 

108 S. Manitou Drive 

Mankato, MN 56001 

(507) 387-3877  

office@mankatohilltop.org 

 

 find us on facebook: 

 Hilltop United Methodist Church 

Bishop’s Message (an excerpt) 

Bishop Bruce R. Ough told members of the 161st session 
of the Minnesota Annual Conference that he recently 
heard someone say: “Hell means realizing later we should 
have said ‘yes’ when God called us.” 

“Friends, God is calling us in Minnesota,” he said. “God is 
calling us to connect the poles of Christ’s love and human 
suffering. God is calling us to build bridges out of poverty. 
God is calling us to expand our missional impact. God is 
calling us to heal a broken world.” 

The future of every congregation is dependent upon its 
ability to be externally focused and to re-think “church” 
on a regular basis, Ough said. Unless we are constantly in 
the business of leaving the building, the church will die,” 
he said. “Unless we are constantly keeping our eyes on 
God’s eternal purposes, the church will die.” 

Are you ready to transform the world? he asked. 

“It is time to know your communities; love your communi-
ties; build relationships with your communities. It is time 
to build bridges between the poles of Christ’s love and 

human suffering. It is time to show the world that black 
and brown and red lives matter. 

Bishop Ough urges United Methodists in Minnesota and 

the Dakotas to join him in praying this prayer daily: 

Gracious and Holy God, send your Holy Spirit to: 

¶ Break through and renew and revive our churches, 

unleashing your vision for our mission of making    

disciples and transforming the world. 

¶ Empower our clergy and lay leadership to do justice, 

to love kindness, and to walk humbly with you, O 

God. 

¶ Boldly use me, without limits, delays, or excuses,  

to defend the poor, offer abundant life, and heal 

a broken world. 

¶ Create in me a clean heart and a joyful desire to    

follow your way of light, love, and truth. 

I pray in the precious and powerful name of Jesus. Amen. 

Read the full article: https://minnesotaumc.org/our-
ministries/bishops-corner/bishops-message/ 

Minnesota Annual Conference                             


